
New Hope Group
China — 500,000 sows
New Hope Group was established in 1982 
and has more than 600 branch companies 
and subcompanies, with more than 80,000 
employees in more than 30 countries and regions globally. 
The subcompany — New Hope Liuhe Corp. Ltd. — became 
a listing company in 1998. New Hope Liuhe is focused on 
steady development of its business, which covers feed, 
farming, meat products, finance and investment in nearly 20 
countries and regions all around the world, including Vietnam 
and the Philippines. In 2019, New Hope Liuhe marketed  
3.54 million hogs.

Zhengbang Group
China — 500,000 sows
Founded in 1996, Zhengbang Group is a 
national agricultural industrialization en-
terprise that currently owns more than 580 
branch companies and subcompanies, with more than 60,000 
employees in 29 provinces, cities and autonomous regions 
across China. Its subcompany, Jiangxi Zhengbang Technology 
Co. Ltd., was listed in the stock market in 2007; and its busi-
ness range covers many areas such as farming, feed, animal 
medicine, food, dairy and finance. The company currently 
owns 122 medium- or large-scale pig farms and 14 feed mills. 
In 2019, 5.78 million hogs were marketed.

Triumph Foods
United States — 492,000 sows
Triumph Foods was formed in 2003 
by a group of the largest U.S. independent pork producers, 
with operations beginning in 2006. It is now the second-
largest pork processor in the United States. Today, the 
business includes one processing facility in St. Joseph, Mo., 
along with a joint venture plant with Seaboard Foods in 
Sioux City, Iowa, as well as three further processing facili-
ties under Daily’s Premium Meats.

BRF
Brazil — 388,500 sows
Founded in 1934, BRF is one of 
the biggest food companies in the 
world, created from the association between Sadia and 
Perdigão, two giants in the food market. The company’s sale 
segments include Brazil, Latin America, the Middle East and 
North of Africa, Africa and other segments. These segments 
include sales of all distribution channels and operations 
subdivided into poultry, pork, processed and other sales. BRF 
produces 150,000 metric tons of pork annually and 10,500 
metric tons of feed.

Wens
China — 1,300,000 sows
Established in 1983, Wens has 
become a modern agricultural firm, with its main business in 
livestock farming. Other supporting segments of the business 
include slaughtering, food processing, manufacturing of modern 
agricultural husbandry equipment, production of animal medi-
cines, and the circulation and retail of fresh food and products. 
Wens Group became a listing company in the stock market in 
2015 and owns shares of 270 branch companies and 50,000 co-
operating family farms in more than 20 provinces across China. 
In 2019, Wens Group marketed 18.51 million hogs.

Muyuan
China — 1,283,200 sows
Muyuan was established in 1992, with its 
main business covering hog farming, feed 
processing and slaughtering. As of the 
end of 2019, Muyuan had 50,000 employees and more than 
180 subcompanies. In 2019, the company marketed 10.25 
million hogs. Muyuan has also extended its hog slaughter-
ing sector by setting up three branch companies, including 
Muyuan Meat Co. Ltd. in 2019.

Smithfield Foods
United States — 1,241,000 sows
Smithfield Foods no longer makes 
sow or other production numbers publicly available, so 
these numbers have not been updated from the 2019 report. 
Based in Smithfield Va., the company was started in 1936 
by the Luter family. Smithfield employs more than 54,000 
people in North America and Europe. The company ships 
meat exports to 4,600 customers in 40 countries around the 
globe. Smithfield is a subsidiary of WH Group, and these 
sow numbers are in addition to WH Group’s other company 
sow production numbers.

CP Foods
China — 1,150,000 sows 
Established in 1921, the Charoen  
Pokphand Group is a diversified transna-
tional conglomerate that consists of three 
core businesses that operate in the agri-food industry, retail 
and distribution, and telecommunications. The conglomer-
ate is also involved in more than 10 additional industries, 
including finance, real estate, pharmacy, etc., in more than 
100 countries and regions. The CP Group has set up more 
than 400 companies with 80,000 employees. The sow 
inventory of CP Group globally has reached 1,150,000. In 
2019, the China Area of CP Group marketed 3.5 million hogs 
mainly produced in Hubei, Henan and Shanxi.
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Seara Foods
Brazil — 213,000 sows
Founded in 1956, Seara Foods is a 
Brazilian food-producing and process-
ing company which specializes in 
production, development and distribution of meat products. 
Since 2016, its parent organization is JBS. JBS S.A. was es-
tablished as a slaughtering business by rancher José Batista 
Sobrinho (JBS) in Anápolis, Brazil, in 1953. In 2000, Seara 
Foods became the No. 1 pork exporter in Brazil.

Vall Companys 
Group
Spain — 213,000 sows
The Vall Companys Group is a family-owned agribusiness 
firm established in 1956. In 2019, the company produced  
4.8 million pigs, along with 80 million head of poultry,  
2 million metric tons of feed and 503,000 metric tons of 
flour. The company works with 2,100 associated farms and 
6,500 collaborators. Vall Companys has developed an inte-
gration model, in which farmers provide facilities and labor 
and the rest of the services are provided by the company. 

Tech-Bank
China — 200,000 sows
Tech-Bank Co. Ltd. was founded in 
1996 and has developed into five business segments: pig 
farming, aquatic feed, biological products, fresh food and en-
gineering construction. Tech-Bank went public with an initial 
public offering in 2007. Hanswine Group, which belongs to 
the pig breeding segment of Tech-Bank, marketed 2.44 million 
hogs in 2019. 

Twins Group
China — 200,000 sows
Founded in 1998, Twins Group is a 
nationwide large-scale agriculture and 
livestock business specializing in feed 
research and production, hog farming, 
grain trade and more. The firm currently has more than 100 
branch companies and more than 9,000 employees in 21 prov-
inces, cities and autonomous regions across China. In 2018, the 
company made a breakthrough with feed sales reaching more 
than 10 million tons. In 2019, it marketed 2 million hogs.

The Maschhoffs
United States — 186,000 sows
The Maschhoffs family farm dates 
back to 1851 in Carlyle, Ill. Today, more than 4 million pigs 
are raised each year, combining company farms and indepen-
dent production teams. The Maschhoffs is one of the largest 
family-owned pork production networks in North America.

Pipestone Veterinary 
Services
United States — 385,000 sows
In addition to 285,000 sows in the United States Pipestone 
Veterinary Services also has ownership of 60,000 sows in 
China and 40,000 sows in Mexico. Pipestone Veterinary Ser-
vices has provided quality care to animals, large and small, 
since 1942. Pipestone System shareholders are farmers in the 
U.S. Midwest.

Seaboard Foods
United States — 345,000 sows
Seaboard Foods is an integrated 
food company producing and marketing pork both domesti-
cally and internationally. Seaboard has processing facilities 
in Guymon, Okla., and Sioux City, Iowa, as well as further 
processing at its co-owned facility with Triumph Foods, Daily’s 
Premium Meats. Seaboard has 5,600 employees and operates 
in numerous states.

Cofco Group
China — 250,000 sows
Based in China, Cofco Group is a 
state-owned enterprise of agriculture, 
grain, oil and foodstuffs, with a fully integrated value chain 
in global distribution in more than 140 countries and regions. 
Cofco Meat Investment Co. was listed in the Hong Kong stock 
market in 2016, with the business covering feed production, 
hog farming, slaughtering, production and sales of fresh 
pork and meat products, and import and sales of frozen meat 
products. The company owns two core brands for fresh pork 
and meat products, Jia Jia Kang and Wan Wei Ke. Cofco has 
a production base of 80 farms, two slaughter plants and four 
meat processing plants across China. In 2019, it marketed 
1.99 million hogs.

Cooperl
France — 245,000 sows
Cooperl is an agricultural coopera-
tive with headquarters in the Brit-
tany region of France. The cooperative was founded in 1966 
by 24 farmers, and today it has 2,700 members producing 
5.8 million pigs. It has invested in specialized pig production 
through feed mills, packing plants and stores.

Iowa Select Farms
United States — 242,500 sows
Iowa Select Farms is the largest 
privately owned pork production com-
pany in the United States. The company has 242,500 sows 
and markets more than 5.5 million hogs annually.
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Miratorg
Russia — 150,000 sows
Miratorg is currently in its second year 
of a project of building new farms, 
feed mills and a slaughter plant to increase production to 
250,000 sows. Miratorg is also Russia’s No. 1 beef producer, 
a producer of ready-made and frozen meals, and is among 
the top 10 chicken producers. Miratorg is fully integrated 
from farm to plate with land for crop production, feed mills, 
farms, slaughter, fresh meat processing, further processing 
including ready meals, distribution and branded super-
markets. Committed to following international standards 
for production, environment and management, Miratorg is 
focused on developing domestic and export markets as meat 
exports continue to increase year over year. 

Yangxiang
China — 150,000 sows
Founded in 1998, Yangxiang Corp. Ltd. has 
53 branch and subsidiary companies with 
more than 5,000 employees. It is a technology-based agricul-
tural enterprise with a fully integrated value chain, covering 
breeding pigs, hogs, swine semen, swine feed and pig farm-
ing equipment. In 2019, Yangxiang marketed 1.5 million hogs.

AMVC Management 
Services
United States — 149,000 sows
AMVC Management Services prides itself in offering 
producers a professional and progressive systems approach 
to quality pork production. AMVC has a swine management 
presence in 10 states and manages 42 sow farms. AMVC 
has 20 veterinarians on staff and employs 700 people.

Agrosuper
Chile — 140,000 sows
Founded in 1955 as an egg farm-
ing business in Lo Miranda in the 
O’Higgins Region, Agrosuper has expanded into the produc-
tion and marketing of chicken, which is currently marketed 
under the Super Pollo brand. In 1983 the company entered 
the swine business, producing pork mostly for international 
markets. In 2011, the firm assumed majority control of the 
turkey production company Sopraval. 

Betagro Group 
Thailand — 130,000 sows 
Founded in 1967 under the name of 
Betagro Co. Ltd., Betagro Group started its 
business with its first feed mill in Pra Pradaeng, Samut Prakan 
province. The group has grown substantially ever since, first 
by establishing a livestock production facility in Pak Chong, 
Nakhon Ratchasima province; and then expanding further into 

Carthage System
United States — 185,000 sows
Established in 2000, the Carthage System 
is managed by Professional Swine Manage-
ment in Carthage, Ill. With a long-standing 
history of successfully partnering with farm 
families across the Midwest looking to invest 
or expand their pork production, the company is committed 
to helping these families remain an important part of our 
nation’s food supply. 

Aurora Alimentos 
Coop
Brazil — 180,000 sows
Brazil’s third-largest pork producer, 
Aurora Alimentos consists of 11 affiliated Brazilian agricultural 
cooperatives that manufacture pork, poultry, dairy, pasta and 
vegetable products and supplements for animal feed. The 
company exports to about 70 countries worldwide. Aurora 
Alimentos is a company of collective ownership and democratic 
control, such as a cooperative center. It provides support to 
cooperatives — which, in turn, support farmers. Today, the 11 
member cooperatives represent more than 100,000 families.

Prestage Farms
United States — 180,000 sows
Prestage Farms was founded in 1983 
by Bill and Marsha Prestage, and it 
is a leader in both pork and turkey production. In March 
2019, the company opened its newest processing facility 
near Eagle Grove, Iowa. Prestage is committed to customer 
satisfaction, and it has operating divisions across five states 
in the United States.

JBS-USA
United States — 168,000 sows
Headquartered in Greeley, Colo., 
JBS USA has 100,000 team members who provide more 
than 280 million daily meals to consumers across the globe. 
JBS USA is the majority shareholder (78.3%) of Pilgrim’s 
Pride Corp. (Pilgrim’s), with operations in the United States 
and Mexico; the owner of Moy Park, a leading poultry and 
prepared foods company in the United Kingdom and Europe; 
and the owner of Tulip Ltd, a pork and prepared foods 
company in the United Kingdom. JBS also partners with 
more than 40,000 independent family farmers and ranchers 
who supply its operations with livestock and poultry, and 
contributed more than $18 billion in livestock payments to 
rural economies across the globe.
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the integrated agricultural sector with a complete production 
base in Lopburi province, which includes everything from 
manufacturing and livestock farming to animal breeding.  
Betagro has also expanded actively into other related indus-
tries to complement its core business, such as wholesale 
foods, retail foods, property development and the Betagro 
Science Center.

Costa Food Group
Spain — 130,000 sows
Founded in 1966, Costa Food Group is 
a Spanish family-owned agribusiness 
food group. Costa Food Group has 1,500 permanent employ-
ees, 2,000 integrated workforce members and more than 
650 integrated farms. The firm exports to 107 countries and 
produces 30,000 tons of cured, cooked and sliced cold meat; 
130,000 sows; 154 million kilos of processed pork; 3 million 
fattening pigs and more than 1,250,000 hams each year.

Rusagro 
Russia — 126,000 sows
Russia’s second-largest pig produc-
er, Rusagro has production facilities in the Tambov region. 
with 60,000 sows; the Begorod region, with 45,000 sows; 
and the far east of Russia, with 21,000 sows. Rusagro owns 
its own slaughter and processing plants. The firm is also 
one of the largest crop production companies in Russia and 
farms 670,000 hectares (1.6 million acres) of land. Rusagro 
is a public company (listed on the London Stock Exchange) 
and has continued growth plans in both Russia and China.

Frimesa Coop
Brazil — 120,000 sows
Founded in December 1977, 
Frimesa Cooperativa Central was created with the merger of  
the Coasul, Confrabel, Camdul and Coopersabadi coopera-
tives, which formed the Central Cooperative Sudcoop. Its 
objective was to boost agribusiness and integrate the power 
of rural cooperatives, in order to keep producers in the 
field, through production, manufacturing and diversification. 
Frimesa has five industrial units and numerous receiving and 
distribution stations, located in seven Brazilian states. In 
2017, the construction of the largest packing plant in Latin 
America began, with 141,000 square meters on a 115-hect-
are (284-acre) area, with slaughter capacity for 15,000 pigs 
per day.

Clemens Food Group 
United States — 110,000 sows
Clemens Food Group is a family-
owned, private company celebrating 
125 years of business within the 
pork industry. It has 4,000 team 
members. Hog operations (Country View Family Farms) are 
located in Pennsylvania, Indiana and North Carolina. In addi-
tion to hog production, the company has two pork process-
ing facilities harvesting more than 6 million hogs per year: 
one facility in Hatfield, Pa.; and the newest in Coldwater, 
Mich. Clemens also operates a value-added facility in Em-
maus, Pa., and sells a variety of fresh and value-added pork 
products to the retail, food service, club, convenience and 
international marketplaces.

Olymel
Canada — 106,000 sows 
Located in Quebec, Canada, Olymel 
was founded in 1991 by its principal 
owner La Coop fédérée (now Sollio Cooperative Group). Over 
the past 25 years Olymel has pursued an aggressive expan-
sion. Besides various production facilities and distribution 
centers across Canada, it has offices in Japan, China, Aus-
tralia and South Korea; employs 15,000 people; and exports 
to more than 65 countries. Today, Olymel has a capacity of 
185,000 hogs per week and 2.4 million birds per week.

DaBeiNong Group
China — 103,000 sows
DaBeiNong Group was founded in 1993, 
and its business covers three major ar-
eas of farming: technology and service, 
crop technology, and service and agricultural internet. It has 
more than 120 production sites and more than 300 branch 
companies and subcompanies. In 2019, the firm marketed 
1.63 million hogs.

Dekon 
China — 100,000 sows
Sichuan Dekon Agricultural and 
Husbandry Food Group Co. Ltd. was 
founded in 2014. Its business covers 
three major segments: hog farming, 
high-quality broiler breeding and food processing. Dekon cur-
rently owns more than 90 branch companies or subcompanies 
in 13 provinces, cities and autonomous regions across China. 
In 2019, the firm marketed 1.5 million hogs. 
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